
 

 

27/05/2020 

 

Mrs Ursula von der Leyen 

President of the European Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject:    Urgent action to defend the European steel sector 

 

 

 

Dear President of the European Commission, 

 

 

The European steel industry and its value chain have been under extreme difficulties for a long 

time. This is the reason why the European Commission started the Second Review of the EU 

Steel Safeguard on March 2020. With the outbreak of COVID-19, the situation has precipitated 

tremendously, with the steel demand falling by more than 50% and many steel companies 

deciding to significantly cut their production. This has resulted in over 40% of the EU steel 

labour force being affected by short-time working hours and temporary lay-offs. 

 

On 8 April 2020, we sent a letter addressed to Commissioner Hogan, asking to urgently amend 

the EU Steel Safeguard, taking into account the current COVID-19 context. We were 

convinced that a Second Review of the Safeguard would be the most effective and fastest 

reaction to defend this crucial sector of our economy. We, indeed, believed that allowing 

imports in large volumes while recovering from the current crisis, could cause additional 

devastating damage to the steel industry, especially considering its original fragile situation. 

 

Unfortunately, up until today, the European Commission has not yet acted in support of the EU 

Steel industry. In recent months, the steel sector has not only been in increasing difficulty, but 

the Commission has also been failing to provide an effective response at a time when rapid and 

extraordinary measures are desperately needed. 

 

Currently, our biggest concern entails the fact that in the absence of action at European level, 

Member States will be able to legitimately resort to the adoption of safeguard measures at their 

borders. Indeed, the possible restoration of national measures will undermine what the 

European Union has achieved until now, while the inertia of the European Commission today 

may condemn not only a crucial sector of our industry, but the whole European single market. 

 



Furthermore, we would like to underline how the loss of a key sector such as steel and the 

entire supply chain linked to it, could severely undermine the effectiveness and utility of the 

EU industrial strategy and of the Recovery Package. 

 

Drawing on the experience of the last month in how a strong political willingness can lead to 

extraordinary measures, we hereby request an action in defence of our industry. 

 

Europe and its steel companies desperately require urgent action; The European Institutions 

must act rapidly and beyond extreme technicality in order to defend our economy and our 

companies. 

 

Thanking you for your many efforts to help Europe to cope with this unprecedented crisis, we 

appreciate your consideration and we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

SALINI Massimiliano 

ANGEL Marc 

ARIMONT Pascal 

ASIMAKOPOULOU Anna-Misel 

BĂSESCU Traian 

BEGHIN Tiziana 

BELLAMY Francois-Xavier 

BERGER Stefan Heinrich 

BILBAO BARANDICA Izaskun 

BILČÍK Vladimír 

BLAGA Vasile 

BOGDAN Ioan-Rares 

BOMPARD Manuel 

BORCHIA Paolo 

BOURGEOIS Geert 

BUDA Daniel 

BUSOI Cristian Silviu 

BÜTIKOFER Reinhard Hans 

BUXADÉ VILLALBA Jorge 

BUZEK Jerzy 

CALENDA Carlo 

CAMPOMENOSI Marco 

CARVALHO Maria 

CHARANZOVÁ Dita 

CHASTEL Olivier 

CIOCCA Angelo 

CONTE Rosanna 



DANJEAN Arnaud 

DANTI Nicola 

DE CASTRO Paolo 

DE MEO Salvatore 

DORFMANN Herbert 

EHLER Christian 

FALCĂ Gheorghe 

FERNANDEZ ALVAREZ Jonas 

FIDANZA Carlo 

FIOCCHI Pietro 

FRANSSEN Cindy 

GANCIA Gianna 

GEIER Jens 

GEORGOULIS Alexis 

GIESEKE Jens 

GRANT Valentino 

GYORI Eniko 

HAIDER Roman 

HAUTALA Heidi 

HAVA Mircea 

HEIDE Hannes 

HUEBNER Danuta Maria 

JURZYCA Eugen 

KANKO Assita 

KONEČNÁ Kateřina 

KOVATCHEV Andrey 

KYMPOUROPOULOS Stelios 

LANCINI Danilo Oscar 

LIZZI Elena 

ŁUKACIJEWSKA Elżbieta Katarzyna 

LUTGEN Benoit 

MANDL Lukas 

MARINESCU Marian-Jean 

MARTUSCIELLO Fulvio 

MAUREL Emmanuel 

MAZYLIS Liudas 

McALLISTER David 

MILAZZO Giuseppe 

MILLÁN MON Francisco 

MOTREANU Dan-Ștefan 

MUREŞAN Siegfried 

NIEBLER Angelika 

NISTOR Gheorghe-Vlad 

PATRICIELLO Aldo 



PEETERS Kris 

PISAPIA Giuliano 

RADTKE Dennis 

REGIMENTI Luisa 

RIQUET Dominique 

ROOKMAKER Dorien 

SCHIEDER Andreas 

SCHMIEDTBAUER Simone 

SCHUSTER Joachim 

SCHWAB Andreas 

SEMEDO Monica 

SOLÍS PÉREZ Susana 

SPYRAKI Maria 

ŠTEFANEC Ivan 

TAJANI Antonio 

TERTSCH Hermann 

TOIA Patrizia 

TOMAC Eugen 

VAN OVERTVELDT Johan 

TOŠENOVSKÝ Evžen 

TOVAGLIERI Isabella 

VAN BREMPT Kathleen 

VAUTMANS Hilde 

VAZQUEZ LAZARA Adrian 

VEDRENNE Marie-Pierre 

VINCZE Loránt 

VOSS Axel 

VOZEMBERG Elissavet 

WALSMANN Marion 

WIEZIK Michal 

WINKLER Iuliu 

WINZIG Angelika 

ZOIDO ÁLVAREZ Juan Ignacio 

 

 

 


